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SUaJcCT: FREEDOM PORCH (U) , .,® 
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REF 5 JCS 132334ZAPR72 (TS/SPECAT/EXCLUSIVE) j; 

hr 

1, (TS) REFERENCE DIRECTS PLANNING AMD PREPARATION - 

FOR CONDUCT OF FREEDOM PORCH ON SUNDAY 16 APRIL OR H 

0. 

MONDAY 17 APRIL. 0- 

0. 

2, CTS) THERE IS A DIRECT RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE g; 

SITUATION IN RVN AND THE TIMING OF DECISIONS AND ' ^ 

« -» V ’ 

EXECUTION on FREEDOM PORCH which SHOULD BE CONSIDERED, 

3, CTS) WE MOW HAVE A CRITICAL SITUATION ONGOING IN 
THE AN LOC AREA WHICH WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE FOR THE 
NEXT 3 OR 4 DAYS, PRESIDENT THIEU, THROUGH GENERAL 
vifn, HAS REQUESTED 4LL OUT AIR SUPP0f?7 FOR THE RATTLE 
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PAGE 2 RHMSMVA9720 TQPSEcRET SPECAT EXCLUSIVE 
FDR AN LOC. THIS IS A MAJOR BATTLE OF GREAT IMPORTANCE 
TO GVN AND INVOLVES 3 ENEMY DIVISIONS CONSISTING OF 8 

INFRANTRY regiments PLUS 2 independent regiments, there 

ARE ALSO 2 ARTILLERY REGIMENTS# AT LEAST 5 SAPPER 
BATTALIONS AND APPROXIMATELY A BATTALION OF MIXED US AND 

SOVIET TANKS. AT LEAST 5 OF THESE REGIMENTS PLUS 

-* 

SUPPORTING ARTILLERY, SAPPER AND TANK UNITS ARE IN BINH 

* ** * ♦ * 

LONG PROVINCE OPERATING IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA OF AN LOC, 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE IS CONCENTRATED AND HEAVY IN THE AN 
LOC AREA, THIS CRITICAL ACTION HA5 GENERATED A DAILY 
REQUIREMENT FOR 160 TACAIR SORTIES AND 24 TO 30 B»52 
SORTIES WHICH MUST BE MAINTAINED FOR AT LEAST THE NEXT 
SEVERAL DAYS OR UNTIL THE ENEMY ATTACK IS DEFEATED, 

4. (TS) IN MR 1 GEN LAM IS TODAY INITIATING OFFENSIVE 
OPERATIONS FROM THE DONG. Ha/QUANG TRI SECTOR AIMED AT 
EXPANDING HIS CURRENT PERIMETER WESTWARD TO HIGH GROUND 

9 * 

WHICH DOMINATES THECAM LO/MAI LOC AREA, THIS LIMITED 
OFFENSIVE ACTION WILL ADD DEPTH TO HIS DEFENSES AND IS 
ESSENTIAL FOR PLANNED SUBSEQUENT COUNTEROFFENSIVE OPERA- 
TIONS, GEN L A M * S OPERATION IS HEAVILY DEPENDED UPON 
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EXTENSIVE AIR SUPPORT TO INCLUDE AN ESTIMATED OAILY RE" 
qUlREMENT OF 150 TACAIR AND 24 B-52 SORTIES. 

5. CTS) THE SITUATION IN MR2 IS STILL DANGEROUS. 

6. (TS) THE REDEPLOYMENT OF FORCES FROM MR4 TO MR3 HAS 
NECESSITATED- THE DIVERSION OF US AIR TO THE SUPPORT OF 
MR4. 

7. (TS) OPERATION-FREEDOM PORCH IMPACTS HEAVILY UPON* 

THE TACAlfLAMD 0"B2 A IR:». ASSETS - AVAILABLE NEEDEO ,TQr? 
SUPPORT THE TACTICAL SITUATION DESCRIBED ABOVEr. THE IMf 
PACTS . OF FREEDOM >PORCH 'ON IN-COUNTRY SORTIE CAPABILITY 
WILL. BEGIN:. TO BE, FELT 24 HOURS PRIOR TO THE STRIKE DUE 
TO THE REQUIREMENT TO PREPARE- AIRCRAFT AND REPOSITION 
CARRIERS. IN ADDITION, THE IMPACT EXTENDS AT LEAST 24 

HOURS FOLLOWING THE STRIKE DUE TO MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE 

* <•» 

ADJUSTMENTS. IF WEATHER PRECLUDES VMC STRIKE AND THE 

DECISION IS MADE TO DELAY 24 HOURS, THIS WILL EXTEND THE 

PERIOD DURING WHICH THE IMPACT IS FELT IN"COUNTRY. IN 

VIEW OF THE FOREGOING AND THE CRITICALITY OF THE .. 

- . 

PARTICULAR TIME. PERIOD TO THE OUTCOME OF THIS CURRENT 

■ 

* _ 

COUNTRY-WIDE ENEMY OFF NSIVE, I REQUEST THAT FREEDOM 
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PORCH BE POSTPONED UNTIL 21 OR 22 APRIL. 
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